Biology 
Course Syllabus

Course Description:

Biology is the study of all living things.  Subject matter will include cell theory, genetics and heredity, ecosystems, man’s effect on the earth’s resources.  There will be activities and laboratory opportunities to reinforce understanding.  Learning is checked after each lesson with objective and section questions.  Worksheets are provided for reinforcement.  At the end of each section, outcomes are measured with an objective evaluation.
Instructional Philosophy:

There are three main categories of learners: auditory, visual and kinesthetic and most students are a combination of the three.  Instruction in my classroom will involve all three in order to optimize the learning experience for every student. Taking notes is mandatory and will be taken from PowerPoint projected in the classroom. I will also try to post these on my website so that absentee students have access. We will discuss the notes in class with the students having ample opportunity to ask questions. This allows the visual, auditory and kinesthetic learners to grasp concepts because they see it, hear it and write it. Lab practices are of the utmost importance for every student, especially those that learn by doing (kinesthetic). The laboratory is a major part of the learning experience and will be treated as such. Students that are unprepared for classroom or laboratory learning will receive consequences. Without the students putting forth the effort to read over notes nightly, pre read and in some cases write out the labs before hand, spend time doing homework and studying for tests, the teaching strategies used in the classroom are useless. It is up to the students to apply themselves and work hard to become successful in the science classroom.
Major Course Goals:

1. Biology ~ the study of life

2. Ecology:  Communities & biomes, Population biology & Biological diversity and conservation

3. The Cell:  Chemistry of cells, Structure and function of cells, Cellular transport, Cell cycle & Energy within a cell

4. Genetics:  Mitosis/Meiosis, DNA and Genes, Heredity, Human genetics & Genetic technology

5. The Scientific Method:  Observe/question, Research, Hypothesize, Experiment, Collect data, Organize data & Revise hypothesis/draw conclusions
Classroom Expectations:

“RULES OF STEEL”

1. Be IN your seat when the bell rings.

2. Be prepared for class: books, pens, pencils, paper, and assignments.

3. Once class begins, only talk when called on by the teacher.

4. Always show respect to yourself and others in the classroom.

“CONSEQUENCES”

1. Verbal warning.

2. Parent contact.

3. Patent/Teacher/Student conference.

4. Repetitive improper behavior or severe problems: Student will be sent directly to Mr. Moyers.
Supplies and Materials Needed:

1. Notebook to keep all of Biology notes in – to be used ONLY for Biology notes.

2. A folder to keep all assignments and additional papers organized for Biology only.

3. Regular notebook paper, pencils and ink pens.
Homework Policy and Grading Scale:

GRADING SCALE
100-97 A

  96-93
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  89-85

B
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B-

  81-78
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GRADING SYSTEM
Attendance/Class Participation



  5%

Homework/Quizzes




      
20%

Lab Work





            25%

Tests                                                        


50%
                 





      
100%
*20 PERCENT OF THE 4th QUARTER GRADE WILL COME FROM THE 

End Of Course Test score.

Homework is a daily necessity in order to ensure success in the classroom. It is required by all students. Assignments may be made up during the PATHS program and turned in for 80% credit but only within one week of the assignment being given
Extra Help:

Any time a student needs individual help outside of regular classroom hours, the student or parent should contact me by email or phone or by staying after class and arrange a time. These times may be right after school or later in the evenings depending on the schedules involved. In addition, times have been set up during the week for after school help by various teachers, including myself. These weekly times will be determined after school begins. I am here to help every student succeed so please contact me with any concerns or questions.
Time and Place to be Reached by Parents:

Barb Steel

Planning Period:  2:05 – 2:55 pm

School Phone:  562-7521

Email:  bsteel@westco.k12.mo.us
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